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Fast Food — Meal Plan 2 Summary 

 Finding the right place for your wireless equipment, especially in larger buildings, 
requires planning. 

 Certain materials (e.g., concrete, books and metal) can weaken or distort a 
wireless signal, so your signal range depends on your building design and 
construction. 

 If laptop users start complaining and your wireless access feels a lot slower than 
your wired access, you may need to invest in a second access point. 

 

MENU 2 CHECKLIST 

  To maximize the wireless signal range, try mounting your access point in an elevated 
location (away from library shelves), or buy a wireless repeater. 

  If you have to put an access point in a space that lacks power outlets or data ports, consider 
these two technologies: 

– Power Over Ethernet (PoE)  

– Powerline Networking (aka Powerline Communication) 

  Make sure that the signal from your access point reaches all or most of the places where 
laptops are used. 

  For a more precise wireless signal measurement, download special software or buy a 
device designed for this task. 

  To effectively double the size of your wireless network, use a wireless repeater that will 
receive a wireless signal, retransmit and amplify it. 

 Keep your access point away from common wireless devices, such as cordless phones, 
microwaves and garage door openers, which also operate in the 2.4-MHz frequency. 

  To minimize wireless interference, consider these questions: 

–  Is your access point physically secure?  

–  Can your access point get power and also hook into your wired network?  

–  Can laptop users connect to your access point from all the major library study 

areas? 

–  As laptop users in your library increase, is your wireless connection slowing down 

at certain times of the day?  

–  Could other devices be interfering with your access point signal? 


